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Steps to Take When You Inherit Coins 
Keeping or Disposing of a Coin Collection 

 

So you've inherited a coin collection. Where do you go from here? You could leave the coins in 
that cigar box or closet, or you could figure out what to do with them. 

Before making a decision, pick up a copy of Managing 
and Settling a Numismatic Estate: How to Preserve or 
Dispose of a Coin Collection. Produced by the nonprofit 
American Numismatic Association (ANA), the booklet 
covers practical tips for caring for a collection, 
inventorying and assessing value to the coins, and 
finding buyers. You will also learn how to create an 
estate plan, liquidate a collection, donate the coins for a 
tax deduction, and more. 

Available on Amazon, the guide is practical and easy to 
understand, showing how to preserve or dispose of a 
coin collection in a way that works best for you. The 
booklet is also available directly from the ANA by calling 
800-514-2646. 

Perhaps you'll come to find that you are fascinated by 
the art and history behind the coins. If that is the case, 
consider becoming a collector yourself. The coins you 
inherited are a great way to get started on your collecting journey. If the collecting bug sticks, 
joining the American Numismatic Association will provide an abundance of educational 
resources, while allowing you to focus on the fun, the history and the allure of coin collecting. 

The American Numismatic Association is a congressionally chartered, nonprofit educational 
organization dedicated to encouraging the study and collection of coins and related items. The 
ANA helps its 25,000 members and the public discover and explore the world of money through 
its vast array of educational and outreach programs as well as its museum, library, publications, 
and conventions. For more information, call 719-632-2646 or visit www.money.org. 
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