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Hebrew Love Tokens by Simcha Kuritzky

Note:  the Hebrew may be reversed in certain versions of Word.  Look at the PDF version to see the Hebrew correct.

[1] This talk is in three sections.  First, a definition of Hebrew Love Token, then the classic Hebrew love token, and then a topical discussion of many recent Hebrew love token from Israel.
[2] What is a Hebrew love token?  It is a piece of metal that is carved or engraved by hand, on a coin, medal or token, where the engraving is not part of the original purpose—that's the definition of a love token in numismatics.  In jewelry, a love token does not have to be on a coin, medal or token--anything given to a loved one can be called a love token.  It's a Hebrew love token if it uses one of the Hebrew alphabets, and we will actually see a couple of alphabets on these coins.
[3] It has to be engraved by hand, not cast or struck.  You can see these two pieces have the same design.  This is taken from a book of Judeo-Christian magic from the late 1800s, and one of them is on a Russian 5 kopek while the other is on a cast pewter piece.  So the one on the left is a love token while the one on the right is not.
[4] It has to be on a coin, medal, or token.  We have here a British penny with a peacock and an inscription in Hebrew, probably someone's name רדנ עלס Sela Neder, and not on a blank such as this ingot here, or on a piece of jewelry like this locket with Hebrew inscriptions.  In fact, later on we will see a coin with an inscription similar to what is on the locket.  But while the locket could be considered a love token by a jeweler, it would not be considered a love token for numismatic purposes.
[5] Not part of the original purpose.  Here we have a Russian 2 kopek with a Hebrew inscription in the center, and next to it we have a Masonic penny where it is traditional to put in your sigil or initials, and the person put in a ל lamed and ק kuf in Hebrew.  So since you're supposed to inscribe a Masonic medal, that doesn't make it a love token, but the Russian coin was not intended to be engraved.
[6] Then it has to use the Hebrew alphabet.  Here we have a Masonic piece that is a love token.  This is on a U.S. silver dollar, where the reverse has been smoothed and the keystone inscribed with the person's name, where he became a member and when, and his initials CBB—actually כּבּבּ KBB in Hebrew--are in the center, enameled on.  Whereas the love tokens on the right side do not use Hebrew.  The bottom one has a nice Magen David but we don't even know if the person was Jewish.  Back in the 19th Century the Magen David was a common Moslem symbol, known as the Seal of Solomon.  It was also a magic symbol and a common geometric design.  So we have no idea if this person was Jewish, we just have English inscription EB.  The top piece here is actually in Hebrew—חפצמ Mizpah (Mitzpakh) means "watchtower"--but it's written with Latin letters.  So, for my definition, it does not qualify as a Hebrew love token, even though the word Mizpah is Hebrew. 
[7] The term love token comes from the policy of giving one of these pieces to commemorate someone's birth, marriage, death even military service, often with loved one's initials or name.  So even a non-coin item would be called a love token in the jewelry business, but for numismatic purposes it has to be on a coin, that's what I call a true love token.  But even a century or more ago when these coins were in fashion, they were engraved for a variety of other reasons.  They could be turned into tokens, advertisements, pieces of art, satirical and lewd pieces, and lucky pieces or talismans.
[8] Almost all Hebrew love tokens are talismans.  They can generally be divided into two groups.  The classic ones have a very fine engraving style, where the width of the lines is tiny, based upon jewelry of that time period.  They often have pin backs or holes for use as a pendant or charm.  They generally use traditional Jewish sources, and we think they were made before 1920 because that is when it was fashionable.  Modern pieces have a more blocky engraving style, many of them were not used as jewelry—they look like they were pocket pieces or made just for collectors.  They often have sources from magic books described later, and we believe they were made after 1920, some of them quite recently.  There are also hybrids, and we will see one older piece that actually came from a magical source using Hebrew, and there are modern pieces that use the traditional sources.  But you will see that the look of the classic piece is very different from later pieces even though the subject matter is the same.  Now when we say Hebrew, the Hebrew alphabet was also used by Christians--I call it Judeo-Christian because obviously they adopted it from the Jews—so it is a Judeo-Christian source, and also neo-pagan sources use a lot of the Hebrew magic, and unlike English and Germanic love tokens, with Hebrew pieces, secular pieces are rare.  Almost all of them have some sort of religious inscription or use.
[9] So briefly, these are the sources for the Hebrew amulets as well as for these particular love tokens.  In the Jewish tradition you have a hierarchy, the base of which is the Torah which is the Five Books of Moses, and that's the only basis for which you can have a legal decision in Jewish law.  Then we have the prophets and writings, and the psalms are very popularly quoted in amulets.  We have traditional commentaries, most from the Talmud, then we have mystical commentaries known generally as Kabala, then there are magical works, folk lore and then you have assimilation of modern culture.  When we look at an inscription, often, there are multiple layers.  It will be from, for example, the Torah, but the reason it became significant was a comment from the Talmud or in the Zohar or it got picked up in a magical work.  So there's many different levels for these pieces.  Christians also picked up some of these items, particularly in the amulets.  The Hebrew Bible is of course, considered part of the Christian canon.  Jesus himself was a Jew and there are medals—I don't have any love tokens—with Jesus's bust and Hebrew inscriptions.  Then, of course, the Kabala became very popular in the early Renaissance among Christian nobility and they developed their own Christian Kabala.  The neo-pagan movement started in the very late 19th Century.  The Order of the Golden Dawn was one of the first sources, founded in 1888 by high-ranking Freemasons, and they used a variety of Judeo-Christian sources and they had their own version of the Kabala which included a lot of Hindu and eastern religion as well.
[10] The Jewish sources that we see in classical Hebrew love tokens are based upon Biblical rites, modern Jewish liturgy (mostly from the rabbis of the Talmudic period), mysticism and pietism from the Kabala, practical magic, angelology, demonology and folklore.  Power is attained through the use of Names of God, names of Angels and Demons, or Biblical passages.
[11] So now we will take a look at the classical Hebrew love tokens.
[12] This first slide shows examples of jewelry and amulets contemporary to these love tokens.  The most common inscription that we can find is the letter ה heh.  The letter ה heh is used as a one-letter symbol for םשה HaShem, which means The Name, referring to the Tetragrammaton.  In fact, on the far right we see a piece of a parchment amulet that starts with the Tetragrammaton at the very top and then moves down to a big letter ה heh at the bottom.  These are various other names inside.  Here we have a little charm with the letter ה heh on it with a mark over it to indicate this is an initial letter that it stands for a word.  Here again this Italian amulet has a dot over the ה heh, and here we have three other pieces, this one is in Schrire's book on Hebrew amulets with the letter ה heh.  So Schrire wrote that the western European practice was to use ה heh alone on amulets.  Rabbi Yaakov Abukhatseira from Egypt late 1800s said such pieces were effective for protection, health, blessings and success.  Raphael Patai wrote that these pieces were used to protect newborns against the Evil Eye and also to bring fertility to the barren woman.
[13] These are several examples of simple engravings of the letter ה heh on U.S. coins, the gold dollar and the U.S. dimes were very popular since it's a small inscription that easily fits on a small coin.  The top two have no borders around the letter, the dollar on the top right originally had a loop that broke off, while the bottom left dime has a floret design and the bottom right dollar also has a fancy design with the loop still intact.  These are the only Hebrew love tokens that are available in quantity.
[14] In addition to U.S. coins, one can also find Hebrew engravings on Dutch, German and British colonial coins.  The coin at top left is an older Dutch piece from the 1840s, where the ה heh is actually cut into the coin.  The coin at top right also has the ה heh cut into the coin but the reverse has been smoothed off first.  Down at the bottom is a gold dollar which combines a traditional Jewish ה heh amulet with an Anglo-American love token--it has the initials IAL and date 1915.  Presumably, since these amulets were used to protect newborns, IAL is the child's initials and 1915 the date of birth.
[15] One thing to note is that the letter ה heh is not י ח khay (chai). In almost every description of these love tokens that I have found, the seller described them as a khay piece.  Heh is an abbreviation for םשה HaShem, a Name of God. It is religious, traditional, generally found on pre-World War Two items, and it may have a bar, apostrophe, or dot to show it's an initial letter.  Khay is life, it has a very secular use, has only been used post-World War Two, and it's two letters, a khet and a yud.  The khet connects the top and left leg, while the heh does not, although sometimes it's hard to tell.  But I haven't yet seen a khay piece that predates World War Two, although the term occurs in religious terminology, particularly יח לא El Khay, God of Life.
[16] Now we come to another name of God, ידש Shaday. Shaday is used in a number of different ways.  If you look at the earliest use, in the Pentateuch, it appears when someone asks God for children or good harvests, and it may have the origin in Shawday--written the same way just pronounced differently--"my breasts".  In other words, God is a nurturing mother figure.  The Prophets and Writings describe God as very powerful and Almighty, so usually Shaday is translated as Almighty.  There is a folk etymology that it comes from Sheday "that which said, 'enough'". In other words, God started the creation process, and then was able to stop it.  Another popular etymology is shown here on this mezuzah, Guardian of the doorways of Israel, it says here Shaday and then says לארשי תותלד רמוש Shomer delatot Yisroel spelled out, and you almost always see Shaday or at least the letter ש shin on a mezuzah, which is a container that has certain passages of the Bible, put on doorposts.  At top left is an Italian amulet with Shaday on it, at top right is a copy of a north African hand amulet with Shaday.  At top middle and bottom left are two small charms, 19th Century, with the inscription Shaday.  The ד dalet on the heart-shaped isn't very well formed it could look like a ר resh this is one of the problems with identifying these pieces.  At bottom left we have Shaday inside a Magen David.  These are contemporary jewelry with the tokens.

[17] I've found only a few love tokens with the name ידש Shaday on them.  At top is an enameled pin on a gold quarter eagle dated 1909.  The Shaday is both engraved and enameled in blue.  In Entenmann's book on  love tokens is a photo which he says is Sarai, which was Sarah's name before God changed it, but I find that highly unlikely.  I think that the love token actually says Shaday and then the ד dalet is not well formed.  On the quarter eagle, they made the dalet very distinct.  This dime in the bottom middle shows Shaday inside a heart, while at bottom right is a gold 20 franc with Shaday at top and then the name in French Maurice Freddy Haim and the date, presumably of birth, June 7, 1951.  By the way, 1909 is the canonical end date for love tokens.  That is the year Congress passed a law saying you can't use money for other purposes.  However, the Secret Service has only enforced that when people tried to use them for fraudulent purposes like changing the denomination on a coin.  I don't think the Secret Service ever went against jewelry makers for using coins in jewelry.

[18] Another piece of jewelry that was common in the 19th Century showed Moses on one side and the Shema on the other.  The Shema is Deuteronomy 6:4 דחא ה וניקלא ה לארשי עמש  Shema Yisroel Hashem Elokeynu Hashem ekhad  Hear O Israel YodHehVovHeh is our God, there is one YodHehVovHeh.  These two pieces have different iconography—on the right is an Italian piece, and the one on the left definitely looks like a Russian icon.  Notice that the ten commandments are with Roman numerals, Jews rarely use Roman numerals, and certainly not in left to right.  Jewish works represent the Ten Commandments with the first ten Hebrew letters, beginning with ה ד ג ב א alef beyt gimel dalet heh, but usually it's just the first letter or two of the actual commandment.  So these were probably taken directly from a Christian source and then the back done by Jews.  This Russian one just has the Shema and the Italian one also has the saying that goes afterwards from the Talmud דעו םלועל ותוכלמ דובכ םש ךורב barukh shem kavod malkhuso leyolam va'ed Blessed be his glorious kingdom forever and ever.
[19] Here is a love token on what might be a British half sovereign, but it could be a U.S. quarter eagle.  It has the Shema, the letters are a little shaky but there're quite readable, and on the other side is an engraving of the initials HHS.  These lines are much finer, so I think the engraver probably wasn't Jewish. In the center is a colorized version so one can read the initials HHS.  This piece is both a traditional love token with initials, and also has a traditional Hebrew prayer.

[20] The םינהכה תכרב Birkat HaKohanim is very popular though it rarely appears on amulets.  It was difficult to find some early examples.  On the left is a modern reproduction, claiming to be from an original 19th Century source, with the Birkat HaKohanim Numbers 6:24-26.  It starts with "God will guard and keep you" ךרמשיו ה ךכרבי yeverekhekha HaShem veyishmerekha and is three verses long, but often you just see the first verse.  In the center is a Persian amulet in carnelian in a gold bezel, inscribed yeverekhekha HaShem veyishmerekha with a Magen David.  At right is an actual love token with a Magen David behind and then the hand sign of the Birkat HaKohanim, some people say this spells out Shaday because hands look like a ש shin, some say that it's a cloven hoof, and of course Leonard Nimoy, who was raised in an Orthodox family, used half of the sign as the Vulcan greeting.
[21] Here we have a very nice love token, this one has ךרמשי ו יי ךכרבי yeverekhekha HaShem veyishmerekha, the first verse of the blessing, then the initials I and E, the sequence is ambiguous, the date 1892 and in German von B and J S.  So this was probably given as a gift to the daughter of a ןהכ Koheyn, or maybe by a Koheyn, and at top is an actual photocopy from a prayer book that was published in 1875 in New York City with the same verse.  Notice that God's name is represented as two yuds on both the love token and in the prayer book.  The book is in German.  When I was looking through 19th Century prayer books, the University of Maryland has a small collection of them, the Sefardi prayer books, for Jews from the Mediterranean area, were in Hebrew and French.  The Ashkenazi ones, for Jews from northern Europe, were in Hebrew and German.  Most Jews in the United States in 1892 spoke German.
[22] This is the end of the true classical Hebrew love tokens.  There may be others left to be found.  This one is a hybrid.  It has the fine engraving style with very thin lines associated with the 19th Century pieces, and the penny host coin was minted between 1825 and 1860.  The diagram on the left, which the love token almost exactly copies, was taken from The Magus by Sir Francis Barrett, published in 1801 but taken from the works of Agrippa von Netteshem first published in 1531.  But its possible the seal was onlyh described in the Agrippa version, and the drawing was orginal to Barrett's book.  So this piece is definitely from a magical source, although it does contain the name of God הלא Eloah which is a singular form of Elokim, and it has angel names לאיכנ Nakhiel and the letter heh spelled out א ה so it has the numeric value of six, because this is a 6x6 magic square.
[23] There are too many modern Hebrew love tokens to fully describe, so this section will use them to illustrate the different types of inscriptions found.  Many of these love tokens were made recently by artists in Israel.  We will start off with inscriptions that use names of God.

[24] As mentioned earlier, the Tetragrammaton is the most important name of God.  It is known as Shem Hameforash, the unpronounceable name, and therefore is represented a number of different ways.  The first piece has just the letter ה heh and you can see how this modern piece looks very different from the older classical pieces.  Next we have a coin with two י י yuds cut out of it, just like the heh we saw was earlier that was cut out of the coin.  Third is a coin with הי  yud heh very tiny in the center with various other names around the side.  Yud Heh are the first two letters of the Tetragrammaton and is used as a name of God in its own right.  Last on the top line, we have a coin with yud heh vov heh engraved large, which also has a tiny yud heh vov heh inside those letters.  At bottom left is a pyramid, with yud then a yud heh then a yud heh vov and then a yud heh vov heh.  Now one of the reasons for doing this, in addition to having three and maybe four God names all in one, is that if you take the numeric value of all these letters, you get 72, an allusion to God's name of 72 triplets.  The last love token has a design based upon Johannes Reuchlin's work De Arte Cabalistica published in 1519.  In addition to the triangle that we saw on the last piece, it has on the bottom הושהי yud heh shin vov heh which is Yeheshua, a name for Jesus invented by Reuchlin who was a Christian Kabalist.  He used that for Jesus' name even though Jesus is based on Joshua which has an ayin in it and doesn't have this extra heh.  He wanted to incorporate the Tetragrammaton into Jesus' name.
[25] Here we have pieces of the Tetragrammton in another Hebrew alphabet called םיכאלמ mlakhim or angel script.  It appears in the amulet book Sefer Raziel and some other Jewish books of magic, but the best description of it is from Barret's book The Magus.  He shows all the letters in sequence, which is reproduced here at the bottom.  The letter heh looks like an N with three circles on it, which is on the Russian coin on the left.  At the far right is yud heh on another Russian coin.  In the center is a yud heh on a 1797 British penny and next to that is a figure using a similar style, but it's probably just supposed to be a ש shin and not the zayin which is what it would be in mlakhim script.  There is also a script called celestial script which looks like Hebrew except that it's drawn with little circles and lines as if they were stars and constellations.
[26] There are other ways of creating holy names other than those directly named in the Bible.  One is to permute the letters of a name which is supposed to enhance its power.  This process is called temura, substitution.  On the coin at left, the top and bottom names in the middle were created by moving forward one letter in the alphabet, so the י yud became a כ kaf, the ה heh became a ו vov, the ו vov became a ז zayin, and so instead of yud heh vov heh which is shown in the very center, it has ו ז ו כ Kuzu.  This became a name in its own right in addition to yud heh vov heh.  All these love tokens have Kuzu in their inscriptions, where the orange arrow points.
[27] In another form of substitution called Atbash, one folds the alphabet back on itself, so א alef becomes ת tav, and ה heh becomes a צ tzadi, etc.  So if you do this to yud heh vov heh it becomes ץפצמ Matzpatz, which has the numeric value 300 which is the same as םימחרב b'rakhamim (in mercy), so Matzpatz became a symbol of mercy in and of itself.  The Finish coin at top left and the British penny next to it both have Matzpatz, and there is an enlargement of the inscription at the bottom right.  Now if one takes היהא Ehyeh (I will be), a name described on the next slide, and use Atbash, it becomes ץ מ צ ת Tatzmatz and that is what is on this British penny as well as Matzpatz.
[28] Here we have היהא Ehyeh from Exodus 3:14, where Moses is with the burning bush.  Moses asks God "What will I tell the Israelites so that they will know I spoke to God?" and God replied "Tell them I will be what I will be--Ehyeh Asher Ehyeh."  So the name Ehyeh by itself is very popular and is found on a number of love tokens.  The British penny at top left has it inside a Magen David and the coin next to it has Ehyeh in a magic square; both of these are based on a Judeo-Christian magic book called The Key of Solomon.  At top right, the coin is based on an amulet by the בוט םש לעב Ba'al Shem Tov, founder of the Hassidic movement.  A Ba'al Shem is an amulet writer, it literally means "Master of the Name".  So this actually comes from a traditional Jewish source.  The coin at bottom left has a design from Sefer Raziel, also a traditional Jewish source.  The silver coin at bottom right has היהא Ehyeh twice, but the design is from an unknown source.
[29] Next is ינדא Adonay (my lord) which is usually how one vocalizes yud heh vov heh in prayer.  The Russian five kopek at far right has ןמאנ ךלמ ינדא Adonay Melekh Ne'eman (My Lord Faithful King) around the sides here and ן מ א Amen in the middle, and if one take the initial letters of the long inscription, one gets Amen.  The liturgy actually uses ןמאנ ךלמ לא El Melekh Ne'eman to stand for Amen, but this piece was based on The Magus.  The center coin we just saw on the last slide, the design is from The Key of Solomon .  This bottom coin's design is taken from the Ba'al Shem Tov's amulet, and the piece at top left has a nice design with a menora (candelabra) and Adonay to the left.
[30] The name לא El  has various forms.  El is a common Semitic word for God and it can refer to pagan gods or to the God of Israel.  Because these coins have so much inscription, an enlargement of the name is shown opposite the coin.  The first coin has El in a circle surrounded by angel names that all end in El, so it's Gabriel, Raphael, and so on using the El in the center in common.  When one adds a heh on the end, the name becomes Elowah, though that is the defective spelling which is only used twice in the Bible.  However, it has the numeric value 36 which is this 6 by 6 grid, so that's why Francis Barret used it on the design shown on this penny.  The full spelling has a vov in it and that's the version shown on this silver love token.  Elokim is the more popular form; it appears many times in the Bible.  It's the first name that we see in Genesis:  Breyshit bara Elokim et hashamayim v'et ha'aretz Through beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.  That name appears on the fourth coin, whose design comes from The Key of Solomon.  Last is the Shema gold love token we saw earlier which has Elokeynu, the possessive form—our God.
[31] We saw the name Shaday earlier, and here is the gold pin we saw earlier.  This name also appears on these two Russian coins on either side.  The coin at bottom left has Shaday at top and bottom and ןורטטמ Metatron in the center.  Metatron has the numeric value of 314 which is the same as Shaday, so Metatron is often referred to as the angel of God's presence or the angel who substitutes for God because his name has the same numeric value.  On the last coin the letters are rearranged, yud shin dalet and different sequences of the letters, and this design is part of the amulet from the Ba'al Shem Tov.
[32] ידש לא El Shaday combines the two names El and Shaday.  This is shown in the center part of the Ba'al Shem Tov amulet.  The love token at top left has just the central inscription, while the one next to it includes the wings of the angel.  This piece at top right is an amulet from The Key of Solomon with El Shaday written in large letters around.  The bust is supposed to be God as Solar radiance, but it looks like the standard Christian portrayal of Moses with horns.  The Jewish portrayal as you saw earlier always has beams of light.  Keren ןרק can be a beam or it can be a horn.   The one at bottom left is based upon the Ace of Swords from the tarot deck.  At bottom right we have a love token with an aleph and a shin in mlakhi script, which could just be שא esh for fire or it could be an abbreviation for El Shaday.
[33] AGLA אלגא--this is notarikon (abbreviation) for ינדא םלועל רובג התא  Atah gibor leyolam HaShem (You are strong eternally, Lord).  That phrase appears in the daily liturgy.  AGLA became popular in German Judeo-Christian books of magic in medieval times because it stood for Almachtiger Gott Losch Aus (Almighty God Extinguish It) and it was used against fire.  The love token at top left we saw on the last slide, with AGLA at the top and the same backwards at bottom.  The three dollar gold piece technically doesn't qualify as a Hebrew love token because it's all in Latin script, but it does have the AGLA on it beneath the bust.  The love token at top right has AGLA inside the alef.  The bottom left is based on an amulet from The Key of Solomon with AGLA in a circle in the center.  AGLA appears on the right of the bottom middle coin and at the bottom left of this last love token.
[34] Tzvaot תואבצ means "of hosts", as in an army, but this refers to the angels.  In fact, it originally referred to the stars of heaven, which looked like the campfires of an invading army.  This is used as an epithet to other names of God:  Tetragrammaton Tzevaot on this British penny at top left, Adonay Tzevaot on this Russian 5 kopek love token top center, Tetragrammaton Tzevaot and Elokim Tzevaot on this snake figure on an Israel Liberated medal, and at bottom is Shaday Tzevaot on the sword itself on a Russian 5 kopek.
[35] Araraita אתירארא.  I haven't fully tracked this one down. Oone translation is "One principle of His unity, one beginning of His individuality, His permutation is one thing."  That is what is written around the central inscription on the coin at far right.  These are the initial letters with the dots above it.  This is almost exactly as it appears in Francis Barret's book the Magus except the first and last words are דחא Ekhad and they combined them here.  It also appears on this British penny at far left.  This center love token is from the Ba'al Shem Tov amulet which does have Araraita written on it, a traditional Jewish source.
[36] The are two different versions of the Name of Eight, one has eight letters while the other uses the numeric value of eight.  This first one is based on the Ba'al Shem Tov amulet and has the name ה ג ו ב ז א Azvoga which has pairs of letters that add up to eight numerically, 1 and 7, 2 and 6, 3 and 5.  The next one at top takes the yud heh vov heh which is pronounced Adonay and it combines it with the letters from Adonay, so you get י ה נ ו ד ה א י yud alef heh dalet vov nun heh yud.  You can see it the other way starting alef yud , but it is only represented one way here, though on amulets you'll often see it both ways.
[37] The Name of 14 Letters is based upon the Shema.  It is yud heh vov heh Elokeynu yud heh vov heh which is 14 letters, as shown on this gold love token in the center of the inscription.  The initials are י א י yud alef yud which is on this silver dollar amulet with the menora.
[38] The Name of 22 Letters is probably the second most popular name on amulets.  The full written version is םיסנויד םיספספ םתספ םתקנא Ankatam Pastam Paspasam Dayonisim which is on the hand on the love token on the right.  The inscription is blundered but does contain 22 letters.  The two on the right just have the first term םתקנא Ankatam by itself.  The Name is supposed to be based on the first five words of the Blessing of the Kohanim shown on slides 20 and 21, and it has the same number of letters and same quantity of unique letters and unique final letters as that passage.
[39] The Name of 42 Letters is probably the most popular name, especially on Persian amulets.  The full name appears around the Magen David on the love token at right, based on Sefer Raziel, while the two love tokens on the left only show the first half of it.  The Name of 42 is usually shown as 14 sets of three letters, and the third and fourth spell out ןטש ערק kara Satan (rend the adversary), which also appears by itself on amulets including the Ba'al Shem Tov amulet.
[40] These are from Christian Kabala, although the author of these amulets may not have been aware of that.  Yeheshua was mentioned on slide 24, which is the Tetragrammaton and the letter ש shin inserted to make Jesus' name and was invented by Johannes Reuchlin, shown on the British penny on left.  On right is ןבא even which literally means stone but it is also a combination of בא Av (father) and ןב Ben (son) so you have the father and son together, which is mentioned specifically in The Magus as well as Agrippa's book on magic.
[41] Many modern love tokens have at least one of the kabalistic ten different attributes of God; the lovet tokens shown here have several of them.  The central coin has the top three emanations:  רתכ Keter (Crown), המכח Khokhma (Wisdom), and הניב Binah (Intelligence) are in this triad here, and this ש shin also symbolizes them because it has three points.  At top left, the love token has nine of them in a circle, for some reason they left out תראפת Tiferet (Splendor), probably by accident.  The one at the bottom left has המכח Khokhma and הניב Binah on the edges.  At top right the love token has what is called the Kabalistic Cross, which is the first thing that an adept of The Order of the Golden Dawn novice learns along with this cross figure like the Catholics do, but it uses four of the different attributes of the sefirot.  On bottom left is a figure from The Goetia, a Judeo-Christian magic work, which lists the ten sefirot and related planet and angel in the form of a snake spiral.
[42] In addition to names of God, amulets use names of angels.  Jews are not supposed to pray to angels, but they can pray to God to send an angel, and if including angel names is supposed to heighten the power.  Certain angels are known for particular tasks.  These are actually amulets that show angels.  At top center is that bird-head figure from the Ba'al Shem Tov amulet.  At top left is a modern piece from the Bezalel school which is quite common.  It also has the verse from psalm 91 ךיכרד לכב ךרמשל ךל הוצי ויכאלמ יכ ki mlakhav yitzave lakh lishmerkha bkhol derakhekha (For God will order angels to guard you in all your journeys), and it has angel wings and a Magen David for the head.  At top right is an actual love token with an angel figure on it.  At bottom is a parchment with hand-drawn figures showing three angels, and we will see those later.
[43] Here is a list of four archangels with the inscription on my right side לאכימ Michael, my left side לאירבג Gabriel, before me לאירוא Uriel, and behind me לאפר Rafael.  The Christians adopted these also.
[44] The specifically Jewish version of the archangels has a set of five, with the addition of לאירונ Nuriel, because then the initial letters spell out ןמגרא Argaman, which means purple, one of the colors used in making the ןכשמ Mishkan (tabernacle in the wilderness).  This love token has this double use of the angels, both Argaman and also the individual angels names.
[45] These two love tokens on silver dollars have many different angels from Judeo-Christian works, who control the different days of the week or have various other powers.  The top one we saw earlier, where El is in a circle which ends all eight names coming out radially.  The bottom one has seven angel names arrayed like the branches of a menora (candelabra).
[46] Here is a figure from the classic book of Jewish magic Sefer Raziel, the angel figures from slide 42.  These are the three angels that control Lilith.  The Hebrew has their names יונס Sanvi, יונסנס Sansanvi, and ףולגנמס Samengeluf, while above is תיליל ץוח הוחו םדא Adam and Eve without Lilith.  According to the Alefbet of Ben Sira, written about a thousand years ago, God created Lilith as Adam's first wife, they fought, she flew away and after Eve was created and Adam had children by her, Lilith got jealous and started killing Adam's children by Eve.  So there are lots of amulets like this one designed to keep newborns safe and also new mothers safe by keeping Lilith away.  The love tokens are all engraved on British pennies.  The second one from the left includes the angel names and Lilith inscription, while the other three show figures based on this amulet.
[47] Here is ןורטטמ Metatron, mentioned earlier, whose name has the same numeric value as ידש Shaday.  He originally was Enoch, and the Bible never mentions Enoch dying, he just went with God, and so it is thought he became an angel.
[48] This love token on an Israel Liberated medal lists nine of the different תורפס sefirot (emanation), as well as the angels, orders of angels, planet, associated with that emanation.
[49] This gold ten guilder from the Netherlands has an amulet from The Key of Solomon  that lists four different angels: שישרת Tarshish, ףרש Seraf, םיבורכ the Cherubs, and לאירא Ariel (Lion of God).
[50] Biblical verses are very popular on amulets.  Here are six of the most common ones:  Genesis 49:22 for protection against the Evil Eye, Psalm 121 for protection in childbirth, Psalm 91:11 to protect travellers, Psalm 145:16 for prosperity, Deuteronomy 28:6 also used for travellers, and Psalm 67 for general blessings.  These amulets range from early 1800s engraved by hand in silver, to modern minted pieces of brass or white metal.
[51] Here are two classic Hebrew amulets we saw before with the Blessing of the Kohanim and the Shema.
[52] These Biblical passages are all from the first chapter of Genesis. The love token at left has the actual word תישארב Breyshit, which is the first word, "by the process of beginning", or "by means of beginning", or "in the beginning".  Next is a coin with רוא יהי Yehi or "Let there be light" and the initial letters א ו א י of Yehi or vayhi Or, "Let there be light and there was light", the first act of creation.  Last is a coin with דכרמצ Tzarmarkhad in the center, produced from the last letters of the first five verses of Genesis, which is said to be where Lilith was exiled.  This particular diagram appears in the book The Magus for protection against Lilith.
[53] Tzadnelebash שבלנדצ is the initial letters of part of Genesis 43:11.  The patriarch Israel tod his sons to bring six things to appease Pharoah's Viceroy, who was secretly Israel's son Joseph.  It is shown here on three different love tokens.
[54] Genesis 49:22 is very popular on amulets: רוש ילע הדעצ תונב ןיע ילע תרפ ןב ףסוי תרפ ןב Ben porat Yosef ben porat alay ayin benot tzada alay sor (Joseph is a fruitful bough, a fruitful bough which above the well, whose branches run over a wall). The word for well is ןיע Ayin which is the same as eye.  In the Talmud, Berakhot 20, one of the rabbis says this means that he is immune from the evil eye.  So this particular passage, or the initial letters, is one of the most popular ones to be used on amulets.  The first and last coins have most of the verse spelled out.  The one in the middle has just the initial letters עפב יפב Befi Befa.
[55] Inside the letter heh on this love token is יבכמ Makabi, which is the initial letters of Exodus 15:11 יי םילאב ךומכ ימ Mi Kamokha ba'eylim HaShem (Who is like unto you, o God?).  That verse comes from the Song of the Sea, after Moses split the Sea of Reeds at the beginning of the exodus.
[56] This love token has Exodus 22:17 Makhshefa lo tikhaya היחת אל הפשכמ (Sorceresses no live).  Christians used this verse as justification for killing witches.  Jews use this verse to keep Lilith away from children.  It appears on the Ba'al Shem Tov amulet.
[57] Psalm 67 is often portrayed as a menora, because it has an introductory verse and then seven verses, which matches the number of branches on a menora.  The love token at left is engraved on a French 10 centime and has an actual menora on it.  At the far left and right are מכה מוצ tzom hakham, which is composed of the final letters of each verse.  Around the menora are ינדא לוק kol Adonay (voice of God), which have the same numeric value as tzom hakham.  In the center is a larger, more elaborate menora with the initial verse on the top.  This is engraved on an Austrian Maria Theresa thaler.  The left love token has Psalm 67 verse 1 at top and bottom where the letters are grouped into triplets rather than breaking at the word so they make seven units.  This is engraved on a 1932 10 zlotych of Poland.
[58] Psalm 91:11 is ךיכרד לכב ךרמשל ךל הוצי ויכאלמ יכ ki mlakhav yitzave lakh lishmerkha bkhol derakhekha (For He will command his angels to watch over you in all your journeys).  The first letters of the first four words spell out לימכ Kmil, while the last letters spell ךהוי Yohakh.  Both are very popular on amulets.  The entire verse is written out on the love token at bottom left.  Only Kmil appears on the love token at top right, while Yohakh appears on all the remaining four love tokens.
[59] This section shows the various love tokens grouped according to the different sources for their designs.
[60] From the Talmud we have a menagerie of strange creatures: ןתיול leviathan (a sea monster), the םלוג golem (a monster made from mud), שדוק ירא ari kodesh the holy lion, and the רימש Shamir, which was the worm that was used to split the stones used in building Solomon's Temple.
[61] Sefer Raziel is a famous book of Hebrew magic.  It contains various strange diagrams which appear on these love tokens.
[62] These love tokens are based on the amulet from the Ba'al Shem Tov.
[63] These love tokens are from either diagrams or descriptions found in The Magus, which was based on Agrippa's Occult Philosophy, first published in 1531.
[64] These are various pieces that are described by the Order of the Golden Dawn magic books, including the tarot deck.  The Golden Dawn decided that the tarot deck was used for magic.
[65] The Key of Solomon is represented on lots of love tokens.  This book was popularized by one of the founders of the Order of the Golden Dawn in the 1890s, who translated it into English.
[66] Hebrew love tokens are found at the intersection of numismatics, folklore, and theology.  Together with Hebrew amulets, they are a fascinating area of study.
