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G E T T I N G  S T A R T E D � M I T C H  S A N D E R S

The  Hunt  for  World  Coins

Beginning your collection of foreign coinage

can be easy on the eyes as well as the wallet.

NE OF THE true joys of
numismatics is the
chance to acquire

appealing items without
spending a lot of money.

Recently, I was reminded of
this by a pleasant experience

at a local coin shop, where an ordi-
nary container the size of a shoebox
was chock-full of world coins. Dealers
often sell some of their foreign coins
this way: loose, unlabeled and un-
sorted, at a small price per piece. I
spent 20 minutes choosing 30 coins
and paid a total of $10.

My new coins were inexpensive, but
highly attractive and very interesting.
Most show some wear, but others are
nearly pristine. They span six conti-
nents, date from the late 18th century
to the early 21st, and include an in-
credible array of specifications, designs
and stories. Together, they illustrate
the opportunities available when col-
lecting world coins.

The coins are a variety of shapes and
sizes, ranging from a Brazilian centavo
smaller than a dime to a British crown
larger than a silver dollar. I am now the
proud owner of a square coin from the
Netherlands Antilles, a 12-sided Cana-
dian piece, a holed specimen from
Japan and a scalloped-edge Israeli coin.
Copper-nickel is the most common
composition, though brass and bronze
are plentiful. A few pieces were minted
in aluminum and other metals.

Some coins symbolize significant po-
litical changes. Spain’s transition to
democracy is seen in a 1972 peseta 
featuring dictator Francisco Franco and
a 1976 peseta acknowledging 
constitutional monarch Juan Carlos I.
A 1959 Argentine peso struck during a
democratic interlude between military
governments revives a 19th-century

Liberty motif. The oldest coin in the
group, a well-worn French 5 centimes,
witnessed the end of the French Revo-
lution. Dated “L’An 8” (Year 8) in the
Revolutionary calendar (1799-1800), it
bears an image of Liberty, reflecting the
change in French politics and society.

Other coins commemorate various
cultural, historical or natural subjects.
The Pyramid of the Sun at Teotihuacán

appears on a Mexican coin, and the 
ancient Sphinx gazes from a modern
Egyptian issue. Many pieces honor na-
tional heroes, such as Símon Bolivár of
Venezuela and Winston Churchill of
Great Britain. Still others feature flora
or fauna—an Australian kangaroo, a
Liberian elephant and a Guatemalan
ceiba tree.

Unusual design elements occur oc-
casionally. A Portuguese 20 escudos
has a decorative and entirely wordless
reverse design. Part of the image on a
Greek 50 drachmes is incuse (stamped
into the coin), rather than raised.
There even is an overdated coin, a 1973
Colombian 20 centavos with a “1” visi-
ble underneath the “3.”

A few coins have odd denomina-
tions, including a New Zealand half
penny, an El Salvador 3 centavos and
a Bahamian 15-cent piece. A 12∏ cen-
timos from Venezuela is a legacy of
the Spanish Colonial 8 reales. A Peru-
vian coin is  inscribed DE ORO
(“gold”), though it is made of brass.

� World coins, often unusually shaped,
are struck on many different metals.
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A modern Egyptian coin carries an image of
the Great Pyramids on the reverse. The obverse
displays the Islamic date is at the left and the
Christian date at the right. Other coins from
Egypt feature the Sphinx on the reverse.
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Two coins actually were struck in
Philadelphia. An 1876 Venezuelan
centavo was among the first made by
the United States Mint for another
country. A 1944 Belgian 2 francs has
an even closer American connection.
It was struck on leftover zinc-plated,
steel blanks originally prepared for the
1943 wartime U.S. cent.

My experience assembling this col-
lection shows how easy it is to get in-
teresting coins from a variety of places
and times at a modest cost. Whether
you acquire a few miscellaneous
world coins occasionally or pursue
specific types systematically, you’ ll
need just a few dollars to build a com-
pelling collection.

There are several excellent refer-
ences on world coins. Eyewitness
Guide: Money by Joe Cribb is full of
color photographs and anecdotes,
whereas Warman’s Coins & Currency
by Allen G. Berman and Alex G. Malloy
contains essays and a catalog of coins

types with their values. Collecting
World Coins by Chester Krause and
Clifford Mishler lists 20th-century cir-
culating coins by date and mintmark,
with photos, mintages and values.

sanders@money.org

� Collecting World Coins and Warman’s
Coins & Currency are great references.
Both are available from the ANA Library.

Collector Since 1928
Professional Since 1933
PNG #14, A Founding

Charter Member
Past President 1964-65
ANA Life Member #103
Governor 1983-87
50-Year Gold Recipient

National Currency Specialist
(Over 3,000 in stock – Send Want List)

Want-lists for rarities at “reasonable
prices” given my personal attention!

(90% of my business is filling want-lists,
currency - rare coins)

Auction Representation • Advice • Appraisal
Buying • Selling

I have “handled” over 95% of US in Friedberg
& 80% of National Banks. I have “handled”
about 95% of US in the Guide Book.

A.M. KAGIN
505 Fifth Ave., Suite 1001,

Des Moines, Iowa 50309-2316
(515) 243-7363 • Fax (515) 288-8681

A.M. KAGIN
WANT-LIST SPECIALIST

Buying  Nationals & All US At Top Prices

Before you sell contact
Harold B. Weitz

For a fair,
honest offer, contact

HAROLD B. WEITZ, INC.
We are always interested in large 
collections, small collections, and 
individual numismatic rarities, United 
States or foreign. We are full-time 
PCGS, ANACS, and NGC dealers. 
ANA lifetime member #2003, PNG.

Harold B. Weitz, Inc.
6315 Forbes Ave., Maxon Towers Suite, 208 

Pittsburgh, PA 15217

412-521-1879
1-800-245-4807 FAX 412-521-1750

A N A  M o n e y
M u s e u m

EXPANDED HOURS

MONDAY-FRIDAY

9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

SATURDAY

10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

SUNDAY

12 p.m. to 4 p.m.

Phone 800-367-9723
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