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Rare 1804 Eagles from Harry W. Bass Jr. Collection 

on Display at Fort Worth National Money Show 

 
Two of the finest-known gold 1804 eagles have been added to the Museum Showcase at 

the 2010 ANA National Money Show™ in Fort Worth. The coins are part of the renowned 
Harry W. Bass Jr. Collection of American gold coins, and are on display at the ANA’s Edward 
C. Rochette Money Museum in Colorado Springs.     

 
The Mint began producing gold eagles ($10 coins) in 1795. Production of the coins ceased 

in 1804 due to a shortage of gold and a perceived lack of need for the denomination.  The 
1804 eagle thus became famous for being the last coin for the type, and the last eagle 
struck for circulation for over thirty years. The estimated number of survivors, including the 

one on display in Fort Worth, is thought to be 80-100 pieces, all from one die pair, of which a 
considerable number have been damaged.   

A twist was added to the story in between 1834 and 1835, when restrikes of 1804 gold 

eagles and silver dollars were minted by special order of President Andrew Jackson as 
diplomatic gifts to a king, two emperors and a sultan.  Since the last time that silver dollars or 
gold eagles had been produced was in 1804, the Mint created new dies for the coins and 

struck them as proofs.   There are four known 1804 proof eagle restrikes, including the one 
on display in Fort Worth; these coins have been nicknamed the “King of Eagles.” 

The ANA National Money Show is one of the premier coin shows in the country, and features 

more than 500 ANA-member dealers; a Museum Showcase with numismatic rarities from the 
Smithsonian Institution, ANA Money Museum and private collections; a wide array of 
educational programs; fascinating exhibits created by ANA members; and a $1 billion 

display by the Bureau of Engraving and Printing. For more information, visit 
www.nationalmoneyshow.com or call 719-482-9857. 

The show is at the Fort Worth Convention Center and is open to the public from 9:30 a.m. to 

5:30 p.m. Thursday through Saturday. Admission is $6 daily and free for ANA members and 
children 12 and under. 

The American Numismatic Association is a congressionally chartered nonprofit educational 
organization dedicated to encouraging people to study and collect money and related 

items. The ANA helps its 32,000 members and the public discover and explore the world of 
money through its vast array of education and outreach programs, as well as its museum, 

library, publications, conventions and seminars. For more information, call 719-632-2646 or 
visit www.money.org.  


