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Money Museum to Deaccession Duplicate Items on eBay
ANA members will be able to acquire objects at a discounted price
The Money Museum (money.org/money-museum), operated by the nonprofit American
Numismatic Association in Colorado Springs, Colo., announced that it will soon be selling – or
deaccessioning, as the practice is known – select items from its collection that are redundant,
mostly low-value specimens already well represented. The sales will be conducted on eBay and
are anticipated to begin in June.
No specimens from the Money Museum’s permanent collection will be sold.
The auctions will focus on world coins, paper
money, tokens and medals, though a few
American duplicate coins, mint sets and
numerous stock certificates also will be
included. The auction project will eventually
expand to duplicate books and catalogs from
the ANA Library and ANA-branded objects
from the Money Museum store.
The American Numismatic Association’s
collection, formed originally in 1928, was stored with the Curator of Numismatics at the
Smithsonian Institution until 1966, when the ANA located its headquarters in Colorado Springs,
creating the permanent home for the collection and allowing for the establishment of the Money
Museum. Since that time, the collection has grown to encompass hundreds of thousands of
objects, many of which are multiple duplicates of those needed to meet the Museum’s
educational mission.
According to Money Museum Curator and Director Doug Mudd, only duplicates are being
considered for deaccession. “This will allow the ANA to clear space for future objects, while the
revenue generated will help support our ongoing mission of promoting and advancing the hobby
of numismatics,” says Mudd.
“We believe that the fairest method to sell our duplicate specimens is through open auctions
with the widest possible reach,” Mudd explains. “To meet that goal, we have chosen eBay to be
our primary vehicle for selling the deaccessioned material. eBay not only has an expansive

online auction platform, but its low overhead costs and administrative features will streamline
the day-to-day logistics of running auctions.”
The eBay auctions will allow for low starting bids and no reserves to ensure that collectors of all
means have an opportunity to obtain objects from the Money Museum collection. According to
Mudd, “this ensures that, as a nonprofit, we are approaching the project with transparency and
fairness. Ultimately, the market alone will dictate the final price of any object.”
ANA members will be able to acquire deaccessioned objects at a discounted price as a benefit
of membership.
According to Mudd, the deaccession auction project is expected to launch in June and will be a
work-in-progress for the next several years. “Ultimately, we are doing what is right for our
members and our collection,” he says.

The American Numismatic Association is a congressionally chartered, nonprofit educational
organization dedicated to encouraging the study and collection of coins and related items. The
ANA helps its nearly 28,000 members and the public discover and explore the world of money
through its vast array of educational and outreach programs, as well as its museum, library,
publications and conventions. For more information, call (719) 632-2646 or visit money.org.

